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Telephone:  Sheerness  2395 


Public  Health  Department, 
Guildhall,  Queenborough. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  the  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Queenborough-in-Sheppey  Borough  Council 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

This  is  the  first  Annual  Report  since  my  appointment  in 
October,  1971*  The  health  of  the  district  has  been  satisfactory 
and  there  has  been  little  change  in  the  statistics  over  the  past 
year  as  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  in  the  report. 

There  were  no  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease.  The 
County  Council  is  carrying  out  Immunisation  against  German  Measles 
in  schoolgirls  between  the  ages  of  11  -  14  years.  Rubella  (German 
Measles)  is  a  disease  which  though  usually  mild  in  children  can  be 
serious  if  it  develops  in  later  life.  If  a  mother  is  infected 
during  the  early  months  of  pregnancy,  serious  defects  can  occur  in 
the  baby.  If  these  mothers  are  protected  during  adolescence  then 
the  risk  of  infection  is  considerably  reduced. 

Many  holiday-makers  now  seek  the  continental  resorts  in  search 
of  sunshine  -  some  unf ortunately  develop  Typhoid  Fever  and  Dysentery 
while  abroad.  The  standards  of  hygiene  are  not  always  so  high  as  in 
this  country,  especially  in  rural  districts.  Not  all  water  supplies 
are  chlorinated  and  can  be  a  source  of  infection.  In  these 
circumstances  it  is  advisable  to  boil  all  water  before  drinking  and 
to  wash  raw  fruit  with  boiled  water  before  eating.  Bearing  the  risks 
in  mind  and  exerting  some  common  sense,  the  chances  of  infection  can 
be  considerably  reduced.  Immunisation  against  Typhoid  Fever  will 
give  further  protection  if  given  some  weeks  before  going  abroad. 

As  seen  from  the  tables,  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease 
is  considerably  less  than  it  was  some  years  ago.  No  case  of  Diphtheria 
has  been  notified  since  1948*  Scarlet  Fever  remains  much  the  same, 
but  it  is  usually  a  mild  disease  nowadays.  Measles  tends  to  show  a 
peak  in  alternate  years.  The  incidence  of  this  disease  should 
gradually  fall  as  children  are  now  immunised  against  it.  Considerably 
fewer  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  and  Tuberculosis  are  now  being  notified. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their 
loyal  support  and  their  efficiency  in  maintaining  a  high  standard  in 
the  department.  I  appreciate  the  interest  shown  by  the  Health  and 
Housing  Committee  in  the  work  of  the  Health  Department. 

I  am,  Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  R.  THORPE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  I 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

1.  AREA  IN  ACRES  .  22,365 


2.  POPULATION 

As  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General 

for  mid-1971  .  31,050 

This  is  the  first  estimate  since  the  1971  Census 
and  shows  an  increase  over  the  1970  estimate  of 
2,190.  It  is  the  first  time  the  population  of 
the  area  has  exceeded  30,000. 


3.  NUMBER  OF  DWELLINGS  .  13,595 

4.  RATEABLE  VALUE  (1st  April,  1971) . £1,200,083 

5.  REVISED  ESTIMATE  PRODUCT  OF  lp  Rate  .  £11,557 
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SECTION  11 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


1.  LIVE  BIRTHS 


Males 

Legitimate  .  215  (198) 

Illegitimate  .  26  (25) 

Totals  241  (221) 


Females  Totals 

22 3 (210)  438  (408) 
25  (21)  51  (44) 
248(231)'  489  (452) 


Crude  rate  per  1,000  population  .  15.7  (15*7) 

Corrected  rate .  . .  18.2  (18.2) 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . .  ..  16. 0  (l6.0) 


Although  below  the  average  of  the  past  ten  years,  the  number 
of  births  registered  was  37  higher  than  the  previous  year.  The 
increase  in  the  estimated  population  however,  produces  similar  crude 
and  corrected  rates  to  1970* 

The  crude  rate  of  15*7  is  again  slightly  lower  than  the  16.0 
of  the  whole  country.  The  corrected  rate  is  an  adjustment  of  the 
crude  figure  to  allow  for  sex  and  age  distribution  and  enables  a 
truer  comparison  with  the  national  rate  and  other  adjusted  rates  ; 
this  is  much  higher  than  the  England  and  Wales  rate,  18.2  as  compared 
•with  16.0. 


2.  ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  all  live  births  10. 4  (9*7) 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  8  (8) 


The  number  of  illegitimate  births  and  the  rate  per  cent  of  all 
live  births  are  again  higher  than  the  year  before  and  are  also  slightly 
hieher  than  the  local  average  of  recent  years. 


3.  STILLBIRTHS 

Legitimate  . 

Illegitimate  . 

Totals  . 

Rate  ger  1,000  live  and  stillbirths 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . 


Jfe  les 

Females 

Totals 

3  (3) 

0  (1) 

3  (4) 

1  (0) 

1  (1) 

2  (1) 

4  (3) 

1  (2) 

5  (5) 

10  (11) 

12  (13) 

The  number  of  stillbirths  is  the  same  as  in  1970  and  Table  IV  shows 
that  in  the  past  25  years  this  has  never  been  lower. 


(figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1970) 
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Table  I  below  shows  the  population,  number  of  births,  illegitimate  births, 
crude  birth  and  corrected  birth  rates  since  1946.  The  corrected  rates  prior 
to  1968  are  estimated.  Table  II  gives  details  of  stillbirths  in  1971 

TABLE  I 


Year 

1 

Population  , 

No.  of 
Births 

Crude 

Birth 

Rate 

Corrected 

Birth 

Rate 

Rate  for 
England 
&  Wales  ' 

Illegitimate  Births 

„  ,  Rate  °/j  total 

Number  _ . '  , , 

Births 

■ 

1946 

25,207 

560 

22.2  ! 

19.1 

36 

6.4 

1947 

25,745 

653 

25.3 

20.5 

38 

5.8 

1948 

26,581 

575 

21.5 

17.9 

37  I 

6.5 

1949 

26,727 

492 

18.4 

16.7 

36 

7.3 

1950 

28,087 

458 

16. 5 

15.8 

27  ; 

5.9  i 

1951 

29,805 

462 

15.5 

17.0 

15.5 

27 

5.8 

1952 

29,211 

458 

15.6 

17.2 

15.3 

24 

5.2 

1953 

28,686 

459 

16.0 

17.6 

15.5 

33 

7.2 

1954 

28,340 

463 

16.5 

17.9 

15.2 

30 

6.5 

1955 

28,250 

436 

15.4 

16.9 

15.0 

24 

5.5 

1956 

28,110 

444 

15.8 

17.2 

15.6 

28 

6.5 

1957 

28,200 

446 

15.8 

17.2 

16.1 

29 

6. 5 

1958 

28,290 

478 

16.9 

18.4 

I6.4 

28 

5.8 

1959 

28,520 

479 

16. 9 

18.4 

16. 5 

29 

6.0 

I960 

27,590 

480 

17.5 

17.9 

17.1 

30 

6.2 

1961 

26,840 

483 

18.0 

18.4 

17.4 

29 

6.0 

1962 

27,290 

528 

19.5 

19.9 

18.0 

48 

9.1 

1965 

27,660 

554 

19.5 

22.8 

18.2 

55 

10.5 

1964 

27,620 

512 

18.5 

21.9 

18.4 

44 

8.6 

1965 

28,150 

548 

19.4 

22.6 

18.0 

43 

7.8 

i  1966 

28,330 

518 

18.5 

21.2 

17.7 

47 

9.1 

1967 

28,510 

519 

18.2 

21.1 

17.2 

60 

11.6 

i  1968 

28,650 

544 

19.0 

22.0 

16.9 

4° 

7.3 

|  1969 

28,790 

519 

18.0 

20.9 

16.3 

60 

11.6 

1970 

28,860 

452 

15.7 

18.2 

16.0 

44 

9.7 

1971 

31,050 

489 

15.7 

18.2 

16.0 

51 

10.4 

TABLE  II 

Stillbirths 

Sex 

Cause  of  death  and  evidence  that  child  was  stillborn 

_ 

Boy 

| 

Eclampsia  maternal 

Boy 

Not  known 

Boy 

Not  known 

Girl 

Rhesus  incompatibility 

Boy 

... 

ftfe.lformation.  Anencephalus . 

Meningocele .  Hydramnios . 
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4.  INFANT  DEATHS 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males 

Females 

Totals 

3  (2) 

1  (2) 

4  (4) 

0  (0) 

1  (1) 

1  (1) 

Infant  death  rate  per  1,000  live  births  .  10.2  (11. l) 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales  ..  ..  .  18  (18) 

Number  of  neo-natal  deaths  (under  4  weeks)  ..  ..  1  (5) 

Number  of  early  neo-natal  deaths (under  1  week)  ..  1  (5) 

Number  of  peri-natal  deaths  (stillbirths  and 

deaths  under  1  week  combined)  6  (10) 


The  number  of  infants  dying  under  the  age  of  one  year  was  again 
only  5  and  this  is  well  below  the  recent  average.  The  rate  per  1,000 
live  births  of  10.2  compares  favourably  with  that  of  18  for  England 
and  Wales. 


The  death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  is 
20  as  compared  with  an  England  and  Wales  rate  of  24. 

The  following  table  shows  causes  and  other  details  of  the  five 
infant  deaths. 


TABLE  III 


Cause 

1 

Sex 

Age 

Place  of 
birth 

Place  of 
death 

1 

Heart  failure 

1  Congenital  heart  disease 

Male 

1  day 

Hospital 

i 

Hospital  ' 

!  Interstitial  pneumonitis 

t 

Male 

2  months 

Hospital 

Hospital 

| 

'  Cor  pulmonale 

'  Progressive  pulmonary  fibrosis 

1  (Hamman  Rich  syndrome) 

I 

Male 

9  months 

Home 

j 

Hospital  ; 

| 

,  Pneumonia 
j  Edwards  syndrome 

Female 

i  7  weeks 

Hospital 

Hospital  | 

| 

Gastric  enteritis 
Bronchopneumonia 

Cerebral  palsy,  mental 
|  retardation 

i 

1 — 1 

&  \ 

(  10  months 

Home 

Hospital 
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Table  IV  below  shows  figures  for  each  year  since  1946  of  infant  deaths 
under  1  week  and  under  1  year  and  of  stillbirths.  Infant  death  rates  and 
peri-natal  rates,  including  those  for  England  and  Vales  are  also  shown. 


TABLE  IV 


cd 

1 

CD 

X 

ft 

CD 

-p 

CD 

P 

p 

ft 

CD 

ft 

CD 

CD 

i 

Clj 

fclD 

CD 

o 

j 

o3 

b Si 

ft 

ft 

ft 

0) 

1 

ft 

Oh 

( 

a) 

03 

P 

GJ 

o3 

TZJ 

ft 

•H 

P 

P 

1 

Cm 

CD  CD 

CD 

1 

cm 

ft 

CO 

-p 

O 

-P 

ft 

ft 

o 

ft 

ft 

I 

ft 

p 

Gj  -P 

cti 

CD 

p 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

i 

ft 

P 

P  P 

p 

CD 

o3 

i— i 

03 

03 

i 

P 

Cm 

•H 

1 - 1 

ft 

CD 

•H 

CD 

CD 

•H 

P 

a> 

ft  ft 

ft 

03 

P 

CD 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

•H 

ta 

-P 

ft 

!§:  | 

•rH 

£ 

CD 

cd  CD 

a3 

1 

Cm 

cm 

rH 

1 - 1 

Cm 

cm 

CL)  i 

CD  > 

CD 

CD 

«} 

cti 

i 

O 

O 

p  1 

ft  -H 

ft 

O 

P 

O 

ft 

ft 

o  ! 

1 - 1 

ft 

O 

cd 

o3 

P 

P 

ft 

ft 

P  1 

P 

P 

c 

P 

CD 

0) 

p 

p  o 

a 

03  ! 

CD 

P 

CD 

i 

l 

P 

rQ 

P 

,-o 

CD 

a3  O 

o3 

1 — 1 

ft 

CD 

ft 

•H 

•H 

ft 

cm  O  1 
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!  1946 

560 

26 

— 

46.4 

— 

43. 

— 

13 

. 

37.0 

— 

1947 

653 

24 

36.7 

41. 

12 

11 

34*6 

i 

1948 

573 

14 

24.4 

34. 

9 

16 

42.4) 

38.2 

1949 

492 

9 

18.3 

32. 

6 

17 

45.2) 

1950 

453 

10 

21.8 

30. 

4 

7 

23.7 

37.4 

1951 

462 

16 

34*6 

30. 

7 

8 

31.9 

38.2 

1952 

458 

12 

26.2 

28. 

5 

13 

38.2 

37.5 

1953 

459 

16 

34.8 

27. 

8 

10 

38.3 

36.9 

j  1954 

463 

13 

28.1 

25. 

9 

9 

38.1 

38.0 

1955 

436 

8 

18.3 

25. 

7 

6 

29.4 

37.4 

1956 

444 

5 

11.2 

23.7 

2 

11 

28.6 

36.8 

1957 

446 

12 

26.9 

23.1 

10 

14 

52.2 

36.2 

!  19S8 

478 

12 

25.1 

22.6 

7 

7 

28.8 

35.1 

i  1959 

479 

10 

20.9 

22.2 

7 

11 

36.7 

34.2 

I960 

480 

11 

22.9 

21.7 

6 

13 

38.5 

32.9 

1961 

483 

9 

18.6 

21.6 

3 

7 

20.4 

32.2 

1962 

528 

11 

20.8 

21.6 

6 

10 

29.7 

30.8 

1963 

534 

14 

26.2 

21.1 

8 

14 

40.1 

29.3 

1964 

512 

9 

17.6 

19.9 

8 

20 

52.6 

28.2 

1965 

548 

7 

12.8 

19.0 

3 

9 

21.6 

26.9 

1966 

518 

13 

25.1 

19.0 

10 

16 

48.7 

26.3 

1967 

519 

8 

15.4 

18.3 

3 

10 

24.6 

25.4 

1968 

544 

4 

7.3 

18. 

3 

17 

35.7 

25. 

1969 

519 

11 

21.2 

18. 

4 

6 

19.0 

23. 

1970 

452 

5 

11.1 

18. 

5 

5 

21.9 

23. 

1971 

489 

5 

10.2 

18. 

1 

5 

12.1 

22. 
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5-  DEATHS 


Males  Females  Total 

228  (238;  196  (192)  424  (430) 


Crude  rate  per  1,000  population .  13. 7  (14*9) 

Corrected  rate  .  13*0  (14.2) 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales  .  . .  ..  11.6  (ll.7) 


The  number  of  deaths  again  exceeded  400  and  the  corrected  death  rate 
13.0  per  1,000  population,  whilst  lower  than  in  1970  is  still  higher  than 
the  rate  for  England  &  Wales. 

The  average  age  at  death  was  - 

71.1  for  all  deaths  (70.2  in  1970) 

69.O  for  males  (68. l) 

73-5  for  females  (72.8) 

Excluding  the  deaths  of  young  persons  under  21  years  of  age,  the 
average  ages  at  death  of  all  adults  were  - 

72.4  for  all  adults  (72.0) 

70.2  for  males  (69.4) 

74.9  for  females  ( 75 . 1 ) 

16  males  and  39  females  reached  the  age  of  85  years  and  of  these 
5  males  and  11  females  were  over  90.  The  oldest  male  dying  was  94  whilst 
two  females  reached  95  years. 

89%  of  all  deaths  were  classified  in  the  three  main  groups  of  causes 

l8^o  -  malignant  new  growths  (l8^o  in  1970) 

54 c/°  -  heart  disease  and  associated  conditions  (53/0 

17/o  -  respiratory  conditions  (17?<0 

There  were  9  deaths  due  to  violence  as  compared  with  16  in  1970. 

4  of  these  were  motor  vehicle  accidents,  the  victims  being  a  vehicle 
driver,  a  motor  cyclist,  and  two  pedestrians.  There  were  5  deaths  due 
to  other  accidents  and  these  were  -  a  man  of  68  and  a  woman  of  66 
sustained  fractures  following  falls  on  the  pavements  a  man  of  91 
suffered  burns  believed  to  have  been  caused  by  smoking  in  bed ; 
a  girl  of  3  playing  in  the  garden  was  struck  by  an  old  tiled  surround 
over -balancing ?  and  a  woman  of  30  was  killed  by  a  train  which  over-ran 
the  buffers  at  Sheerness  terminus  and  crashed  through  the  station 
wait in g  hall. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  causes  of  death  by  sex 
and  age  group. 
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TABLE  V 


MALE  DEATHS  BY  CAUSE  AND  AGE 


I  B 
j  List 
No. 


Cause  of  Death 


•  900 


9  •  •  O 


Malignant  neoplasm 
|  19(l)  Buccal  cavity  etc 
i  19(2)  Oesophagus  ... 

| 19(3)  Stomach  . 

i 19 (4  )  Intestine  . 

1 19(6)  Lung,  Bronchus 

j  19(9)  Prostate  . 

1  19(lO)Leukaemia  . 

i  19(ll)0ther  malignant  neoplasms 
21  Diabetes  mellitus  ......0.0.0.. 

•  46(4  )Multiple  sclerosis  . . 

I  46 (5) Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

1 26  Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

1 27  Hypertensive  disease  .......... 

I  28  Ischaemic  heart  disease 

! 29  Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

30  Cerebrovascular  disease  .... 

46(6)Other  circulatory  diseases  . 

32  Pneumonia  . .  . 

33(l )Bronchitis  and  emphysema 
46(7)Other  respiratory  diseases  . 

34  Peptic  Ulcer  . . . 

37  Cirrhosis  of  liver  .... 

46(8)Other  digestive  diseases 
39  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

46(9)Other  genito-ur inary  diseases 
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Table  VII  shows  figures  covering  the  past  26  years  of  population, 
deaths,  crude  death  rate  and  corrected  death  rate  for  comparison  with  the 
rate  for  England  &  Wales.  Corrected  rates  are  estimated  for  the  years 
prior  to  1968  when  the  Isle  of  Sheppey  comprised  three  local  authorities. 


TABLE 

VII 

j 

1 

1 

Number  of 
deaths 

Crude 

Corrected 

i 

Rate  for 

Year 

Population 

death 

death 

England  | 

! 

rate 

rate 

&  Wales 

, 

1946 

25,207 

310 

12.3 

11.5  j 

1947 

25,745 

343 

13.3 

12.0 

1948 

26,581 

305 

11.4 

10.8 

:  1949 

26,727 

314 

11.7 

11.7 

1950 

28 , O87 

329 

11.7 

11.6 

1951 

29,805 

326 

10.9 

10.7 

12.5  : 

■  1952 

29,211 

284 

9.7 

9.5 

11.3 

1955 

28 , 686 

310 

10.8 

10.4 

11.4 

;  1954 
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10.8 

11.3  ! 
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10.6 

10.2 

11.7  1 
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12.9 

11.7 
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11.7 
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11.6 
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11.5 
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12.0 
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27,290 

346 

12.6 

11.9 
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326 
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11.0 
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11.9 

1969 

28,790 
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11.9 

1970 
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14.9 

14.2 

n.7 

1971 

31,050 
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_  .  . . 
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..  . . . . 
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.  .  ....  .  J 
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MALIGNANT  NEOPLASMS  OF  THE  LUNG 
AND  BRONCHUS 

The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  the  above  during  the 
past  twenty-two  years  with  age  and  sex  distribution. 
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SECTION  III 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
THEIR  PREVALENCE  AID  CONT'ROL 


1.  There  were  224  cases  of  Measles  in  1971  as  compared  with  74  in 
1970.  The  majority  of  these  occurred  in  June  -  August- 

23  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  and  these  occurred 
sporadically  throughout  the  year.  There  were  only  3  notifications 
of  Whooping  Cough. 

The  case  of  Meningitis  occurred  in  an  infant  on  holiday  here  from 
Ipswich.  The  causal  organism  was  found  to  be  Haemophilus  Influenzae. 

One  adult  male  (a  merchant  seaman)  was  notified  as  suffering  from 
Infective  Jaundice. 

There  was  only  one  outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning  and  this  involved 
a  single  case  who  suffered  symptoms  during  a  day  visit  to  London. 

Specimens  for  laboratory  investigation  were  not  available  and  enquiries 
by  the  Health  Department  concerned  in  London  elicited  no  clues  as  to 
the  cause . 

There  were  again  two  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  and  one  of 
these  was  not  a  permanent  resident. 

A  case  of  Tetanus  occurred  in  April.  This  was  a  woman  who  had  fallen 
from  a  step  ladder  on  to  the  concrete  path  and  the  garden  at  her  home  and 
suffered  a  compound  fracture  of  the  ankle.  She  was  given  Tetanus  Toxoid 
in  Casualty  at  Medway  Hospital  the  same  day  and  four  days  later  was 
admitted  to  the  Intensive  Care  Unit  at  Brook  General  Hospital  when  Tetanus 
was  confirmed. 

Two  cases  of  Tetanus  occurred  in  1970  and  one  of  them  was  a  young  boy 
who  had  cut  his  knee  whilst  playing  football  only  about  100  yards  from  the 
house  where  this  latest  case  occurred.  Because  of  the  proximity  of  the 
two  cases  and  bearing  in  mind  the  high  fatality  rate  of  the  disease,  it  was 
considered  advisable  to  inform  all  residents  in  the  vicinity  of  this  case 
and  to  stress  that  immunisation  was  available  to  any  person  wishing  to 
seek  protection. 
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2.  Table  IX  shows  the  number  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  those  notified  during  197°,  removals  to  hospital 
and  number  of  deaths.  Table  X  gives  details  by  age  group. 


TABLE 

IX 

1 

Removed 

Disease 

: Total 

j 

(1970) 

Males  1 

I 

Females 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

(1970) 

1 

'  Scarlet  Fever . 

!  23 

(13) 

9  j 

14 

- 

- 

(-) 

!  Whooping  Cough . 

3 

(21) 

3  ! 

- 

- 

(-) 

Measles  . 

CM 

CM 

(74) 

115 

109 

" 

(-) 

Acute  Meningitis  . . . 

1 

| 

(1) 

i 

-  | 

1 

1 

(-) 

1  Tetanus  . 

1 

j 

(2) 

! 

< 

1 

1 

- 

(1*) 

!  Food  Poisoning . 

I  1 

(~) 

1  ! 

- 

- 

(-) 

.Infective  Jaundice.. 

1 

1 

(-) 

1 

1  ! 

- 

(-) 

Pul.  Tuberculosis... 

|  2 

(2) 

2  ! 

- 

2 

(-) 

!  Totals  . 

. 

1 

'  256 

(115) 

. . T 

131  ! 

125 

4 

(1*) 

*  Assigned  to  "BE-48  -  all  other  accidents" in  Death  Table  VI 


TABLE  X 


1 

| 

1 

Age  Groups 

I 

1 

Disease 

j.  .  _  ....  ...  1 

Total 

Under 

1 

1- 

2- 

1 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

....  j 

25- 

*.j 

45- 

65- ! 

1 

:  Scarlet  Fever  . 

I 

23 

2 

.  .  .. 

2 

5 

1 

— 

1 

"  ! 

1  Whooping  Cough . 

3 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

. 

-  , 

j  Measles  . 

224 

9 

24 

19 

29 

27 

111 

3 

2 

_ 

_ 

i 

!  Acute  Meningitis  . . . 

I 

1 

1 

- 

_ 

_ 

“ 

- 

-  ! 

Tetanus  . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

| 

:  Fooo'  Poisoning . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Infective  Jaundice.. 

1 

” 

1 

- 

- 

j  Pul.  Tuberculosis... 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

f 

256 

. 

10 

24 

21 

31 

32 

126 

5 

3 

3 

1 

_ 

■j 

■  1 

. ..  ! 
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3.  Table  XI  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  during  the 
past  26  years . 


TABLE  XI 


!  ' 

!  Year 
i 

1 

i 

:  Scarlet  Fever 

- 

1 

& 

5? 

0 

0 

s* 

•H 

Pi 

O 

O 

S  i 

m 

CD 

rH 

CQ 

Cti 

|  Diphtheria 

,  Meningococcal  infection 

;  infective 

;  Encephalitis  post  lnfeotlous  | 

P 

0) 

-p 

P 

CD 

cq 

& 

! 

Typhoid  i 

TJ 

•H 

O 

4 

-p 

cD 

p 

ifi 

Food  Poisoning 

•H 

U 

1 — 1 

4 

f=-i 

para. 

Poliomyelitis 

non-para . 

>> 

a 

CD 

c 

0 

a 

1 — 1 

a 

CQ 

•rt 

CQ 

rt 

1 — ! 

P 

O 

P 

CD 

P 

1946 

!  21 

28 

62 

2 

“ 

-  - 

- 

2  - 

25 

1947 

20 

169 

486 

11 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

2  - 

28 

1948 

25 

106 

84 

p 

_ 

_ 

1 

- 

- 

4 

1  2 

23 

1949 

55 

51 

899 

“ 

_ 

1  - 

30 

1950 

69 

238 

20 

- 

2 

- 

1 

-  2 

19 

1951 

23 

149 

713 

2 

-  1 

9 

- 

_ 

2 

1 

1  - 

15 

1952 

21 

37 

123 

_ 

- 

-  - 

_ 

2  1 

28 

1953 

16 

62 

159 

“ 

-  - 

1 

- 

- 

1  - 

26 

1954 

12 

273 

11 

2 

1 

1 

_ 

14 

- 

18 

1955 

23 

9 

1325 

7  5 

27 

1936 

62 

329 

127 

- 

- 

1  ~ 

1 

1 

- 

19 

1957 

17 

77 

210 

- 

1 

- 

“ 

41 

- 

1  2 

24 

1958 

20 

68 

548 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

14 

1959 

47 

89 

106 

_ 

_ 

1 

- 

31 

- 

1  - 

14 

I960 

61 

38 

22 

- 

9 

- 

19 

- 

19 

1961 

15 

52 

1243 

- 

- 

2 

" 

13 

_  _ 

6 

1962 

18 

3 

18 

__ 

- 

- 

31 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

6 

196^ 

62 

11 

468 

- 

- 

_  _ 

1 

- 

- 

5 

- 

8 

1964 

20 

45 

240 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

_ 

8 

1965 

9 

21 

683 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

-  1 

3 

19661 

17 

18 

249 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

—  — 

7 

1967 

16 

14 

705 

- 

1 

7 

1968 

13 

16 

76 

- 

1 

1  - 

1 

- 

1 

_ 

4 

1969 

17 

1 

373 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

1 

~ 

6 

1970 

13 

21 

74 

_ 

1 

2 

1971 

23 

_ 

3 

224 

1 

.1 

' 

““ 

1 

- 

2 

i 


I 


I 

I 

» 


1  ; 

4  ! 
2  I 

2  i 

8  i 
2  ! 

9  ! 

i  ; 


! 

I 

2  | 

3  I 
2  ! 

1 

1 

2 

3 
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non -pulmonary  i 


4.  TUBERCULOSIS 


There  were  again  only  two  notifications  of  new  cases,  both  males. 
One  was  an  inmate  of  H.M. Prison  and  was  not  normally  resident  in  the 
district.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  tuberculosis  register. 

TABLE  XII 


I 

j  Pulmonary 

|  M  P 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M  F 

; 

! 

Total  | 

Number  of  cases  on  register, 

1st  January  1971  .............. 

r 

103 

68 

14  10 

195  j 

New  noti  fi  nati  ons  ................ 

2 

2 

Deaths  of  cases  on  register  (but 
not  due  to  tuberculosis  )  . 

1 

1 

Transfers  to  other  districts  ...... 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  register 
31st  December  1971 

102 

_ 

68 

14  10 

194 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  B.  Roberts,  Consultant  Chest  Physician,  for  the 
following  figures  relating  to  Sheppey  Chest  Clinic  of  cases  of  tuberculosis, 
including  those  formally  notified  and  those  under  observation  because  of 
the  possibility  of  tuberculosis 

Number  of  attendances  made  by  new  patients 

Men . . .  78 

Women  .  31 

Children  .  2 

Number  of  attendances  made  by  old  patients  :- 

Men .  285 

Women .  196 

Children  .....  6 

Number  of  attendances  made  by  contacts  . 218 

Ifess  Radiography  Service  - 

Routine  surveys  of  the  general  public  and  visits  to  offices  and 
factories  are  no  longer  considered  necessary  but  the  Unit  visits  Sheerness 
Bridge  Road  Car  Fhrk  from  2-3  p.m.  on  2nd  and  4‘th  Mondays  of  every  month. 
During  the  year  the  following  films  were  taken  - 

Doctors’  referrals:  37  males  38  females  75  total. 

General  public:  394  males  704  females  IO98  total 

In  addition  to  these  regular  visits,  379  films  were  taken  of  staff 
and  prisoners  at  H.M.  Prison,  Eastchurch. 
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5.  IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


The  levels  of  immunity  for  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  are 
being  maintained  at  around  806/  of  young  children  whilst  for  Poliomyelitis 
it  is  estimated  to  be  about  30)  >. 

Nearly  twice  as  many  children  were  vaccinated  against  Measles  in  1971 
as  in  1970  and  27 c/o  of  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years  have  now 
received  protection. 

Rubella  vaccination  was  started  late  in  1970  and  is  offered  to  girls 
between  11  and  14  years  of  age. 

In  1971  the  Joint  Committee  on  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  advised 
that  vaccination  against  smallpox  need  no  longer  be  recommended  as  a 
routine  procedure  in  early  childhood.  The  Committee’s  conclusions  were 
that  the  chances  of  introduction  of  the  disease  into  Britain  have 
substantially  diminished  in  consequence  of  the  remarkable  progress  of 
the  World  Health  Organisation's  smallpox  eradication  campaign;  the 
British  public  are  less  likely  therefore  to  be  exposed  to  infection; 
and  although  vaccination  is  safe  and  reliable  for  the  vast  majority, 
the  number  of  serious  complications  in  childhood,  though  few,  is  now 
out  of  proportion  to  the  risk  of  smallpox. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  supplying  me  with 
the  figures  of  immunisation  and  vaccination  carried  out  during  1971 
contained  in  the  following  table. 
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36 

13 
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7 
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. 
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6  VENEREAL  DISEASE 


I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  C.  D.  Routh,  Director  of  the  Special  Clinics 
held  by  tho  Medway  and  Gravesend  Hospital  fenagement  Committee  for  the 


following  figures  relating  to  new 
the  Isle  of  Sheppey  during  1971* 

New  patients 

Primary  and  Secondary 

Syphilis 

Other 

Gonorrhoea 

Other  Genital  Infections 
Other  Conditions 


patients  attending  the  Clinics  from 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

(2) 

(1) 

(3) 

1 

0 

1 

31(26) 

19(9) 

50(35) 

41 

22 

63 

(61) 

(21) 

(82) 

25 

4 

29 

(figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1970) 


SECTION  IV 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  for  the 
following'  figures  relating  to  the  medical  inspection  of  school  children 
in  the  area  of  the  North  East  Kent  Divisional  Executive  which  comprises 
the  Boroughs  of  Queenbor ough-in-Sheppey  and  Eaversham,  Sittingbourne 
and  Milton  Urban  District  and  Swale  Rural  District. 

(a)  Routine  Medical  Inspections 

Number  of  pupils  inspected .  3  >594  (2 ,267) 

Physical  condition  satisfactory  ..  ..  3>593  (2 >267) 

Physical  condition  unsatisfactory  ..  1  (0) 

In  addition  2,097  children  received  tests  of  vision  and 
hearing  only. 

(b)  Number  of  Special  Inspections  ..  ..  85  (52) 

Number  of  Re-inspections  ..  ..  ..  1>471  (757) 

(c)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  ..  1,601  (962) 

(d)  Infestation  with  vermin 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  pupils  in 
schools  by  the  school  nurse  or  other 
authorised  person.  .  12,916  (10,835) 

(ii )  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found 

to  be  infested  .  77  (59) 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of 
whom  cleansing-  notices  were  issued 

(Sec.  52  (2),  Education  Act,  1944)  ••  9  (11 ) 

(e)  Treatment  of  Pupils 

(i )  Minor  Ailments  (excluding  uncleanliness) 

Skin  disease  ..  -  (-) 

Minor  eye  defects .  1  (-) 

Minor  ear  defects  ..  .  6  (13) 

Miscellaneous  (minor  injuries)  ..  ..  3  (7) 

(figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1970) 
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(e)  (ii)  Defective  vision  and  squint  (excluding 

eye  diseases  treated  as  minor  ailments) 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)  918  (757) 

Other  defects  or  diseases  of  the  eyes 

(excluding  those  recorded  in  (i))  ..  2  (l) 

Number  of  'pupils  for  whom  spectacles 

were  prescribed  .  305  (322) 

(f )  Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 

Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s 

Dental  Officers  2,622  (2,942) 

Number  found  to  require  treatment  .  1,236  (l,8l0) 

Number  offered  treatment  .  1,416  (1,808) 

Number  actually  treated  .  1,847  (1,396) 

Number  of  attendances  made  by  pupils  for 

treatment  5>449  ( 5 » 299 ) 

Half  days  devoted  to  2- 

(a)  Periodic  (School)  Inspections  ..  ..  24  (10) 

(b)  Treatment  .  843  (88l) 

Fillings 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  .  2,134  (2,206) 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  .  940  (579) 

Number  of  teeth  filled 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  .  2,105  (2,157) 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  .  869  (562) 

Ex tract ions 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  .  224  (316) 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  ..  611  (912) 

Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for 

extraction  ..  493  (680) 

Other  operations 

Permanent  and  temporary  teeth  .  1,335  (1,091 ) 
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SECTION  V 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
AND  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  WATER  SUPPLY 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  E.  Round,  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the 
Medway  Water  <oard,  for  the  following  figures  showing  the  .fluoride 
content  and  the  quantities  abstracted  from  the  sources  of  supply  on 
the  Island  and  the  bulk  supply  received  from  Belmont  on  the  mainland. 


Source 

Abstraction 

m.g. 

Fluoride 

mg/litre 

Abbey  Gate,  Minster 

12.790 

O.56 

Rushenden,  Queenborough 

10.065 

nil 

Sheerness  East 

41.727 

0.28 

Trinity  Road,  Sheerness 

46.884 

0.24 

Wallend ,  Mins  ter 

46.222 

nil 

Water  Lane,  Eastchurch 

18.574 

1.2 

Belmont  bulk  supply 

553-268 

nil 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  public  water  mains 
by  the  Medway  Water  Board  except  for  the  Sheer ness  Harbour  Estate 
which  has  an  additional  supply  from  its  own  bores,  and  15  houses 
and  70  chalets  in  the  Leysdown,  Harty  and  Eastchurch  areas  which 
are  supplied  by  private  or  communal  wells. 

168  samples  of  raw  water  were  taken  by  the  Medway  Water  Board 
and  all  of  these  were  satisfactory. 

223  samples  of  treated  water  were  also  taken  by  the  Board 
and  42  by  the  Health  Department  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Additions  to  the  sewerage  system  and  improvements  to  the 
Scrapsgate  Sewage  Disposal  Works  were  completed  during  the  year. 
Surface  water  sewers  were  laid  in  Minster  Road  and  the  Broadway. 

Work  on  the  second  phase  of  the  Eastern  scheme  was  started 
and  further  preparatory  work  for  the  Western  sewerage  and  South 
Marshes  sewage  disposal  scheme  was  undertaken. 

3.  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the 
Windmill  Creek  site  which  is  ideally  situated  far  from  populated 
areas.  Routine  control  measures  are  taken  against  flies  and 
rodents . 

A  partial  paper  sack  system  is  operated  in  the  Minster, 
EaBtchurch  and  Lcysdown  areas.  A  plastic  bin  liner  system  was 
introduced  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  during  the  year  and  this 
is  applicable  to  all  terraced  houses  in  the  Borough. 

4.  SCHOOLS  SANITATION 

The  old  Queenborough  Junior  and  Infants  School  has  ceased  to 
be  used.  This  is  the  fifth  school  in  the  district  to  close  in 
recent  years  where  new  schools  and  additions  have  made  improved 
accommodation  available. 

5.  PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

Conveniences  are  situated  in  Rushenden  Road  and  near  the 
Harbour,  Queenborough;  opposite  the  Railway  Station,  adjoining  the 
Fhvilion  Gardens,  in  Marine  Parade,  Royal  Road,  Wood  Street  and 
Blue  Town  in  Sheerness;  and  at  Halfway,  Scrapsgate,  Minster, 
Eastchurch,  and  at  the  Spinney  and  the  Promenade  in  Leysdown. 

6.  CAMPING  SITES 

There  are  now  58  developed  sites,  13  of  these  are  chalet 
camps  and  45  caravan  or  mixed  sites.  Camps  are  connected  to  main 
drainage  where  this  is  available  but  14  are  without  main  drainage 
and  of  these  13  have  cesspools  and  1  has  chemical  closets. 

All  camps  have  a  weekly  refuse  collection  and  the  majority 
are  availing  themselves  of  the  paper  sack  system. 
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7.  SWIMMING  POOLS 


There  are  five  swimming  pools  in  the  district.  Four  of  them 
are  in  holiday  camps  and  the  pool  at  Warden  Bay  Holiday  Camp  is 
open  to  the  public.  At  all  four  the  water  is  filtered,  aerated 
and  chlorinated. 


The  fifth  is  the  Council  owned  Aquarena  in  Sheerness  which 
actually  comprises  two  adjoining  pools,  one  110  ft.  x  73  ft.  for 
adults  and  the  other  35  ft.  x  73  ft.  for  children.  Sea  water  is 
used  with  filtration,  aeration  and  chlorination  and  a  circulation 
of  60,000  gallons  per  hour. 

There  is  also  a  children’s  paddling  pool  on  the  sea  front 
at  Sheerness.  It  is  filled  with  chlorinated  mains  water  and  changed 
at  frequent  intervals. 

22  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  were  satisfactory 
and  chlorination  of  the  pools  is  tested  regularly.  The  Council  have 
made  byelaws  for  the  control  of  swimming  pools  which  are  open  to  the 
public. 

8.  DISINFECTIONS  AND  DISINFESTATIONS 


The  following  are  details  of  disinfections  and  disinfestations 


carried  out  during  the  year. 

Fleas . 58  Bugs .  6 

Cockroaches  . .  . .  57  Ants . 31 

Wasps  and  bees  . .  64  Flies .  4 

Beetles  ..  ..  21  Miscellaneous  ..  34 

Disinfections  . .  36 


9.  MOSQUITO  CONTROL 

As  in  previous  years,  watercourses  near  houses  were  treated 
with  a  larvicide  to  control  breeding  places. 

10.  RODENT  CONTROL 

Surface  infestations  - 


Total  number  of  properties  inspected  ..  ..  970 
Treatment  for  rats  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  315 
Treatment  for  mice  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  134 


Sewers  - 

Sewers  were  baited  in  Sherrness  and  a  small  infestation 
found  was  treated. 
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11.  OFFICES,  SHOPS  &  RAILWAY  DEMISES  ACT,  1963 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  premises  registered  under 
this  Act  - 


Class  of  premises 

Number 

registered 

of  Number  of 

premises  persons  employed 

Offices  . 

84 

495 

Retail  shops  . 

208 

874 

Wholesale  shops ,  warehouses 

9 

87 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public,  canteens 

56 

276 

Fuel  storage  depots  ..  .. 

4 

13 

Totals 

361 

1,751 

Males  696 

Females  1,055 

123  inspections  were  made  during  the  year.  4  accidents  were 
reported . 

12.  SHOPS  ACT,  1950 


The  Public  Health  Department  is  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  this  Act. 

13.  RIDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACTS,  1964  and  1970 

There  are  four  Riding  Establishments  licensed  by  the  Council. 

14.  ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 
There  are  two  kennels  licensed  by  the  Council. 

15.  PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

There  are  two  licensed  Pet  Shops  in  the  district. 

16.  THE  DISEASES  OF  AN  IMA  IS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1957 
There  are  three  waste  food  boiling  plants  in  the  district. 

17.  SCPAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  1964 

There  are  eight  registered  dealers  in  the  Borough. 
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18.  CLEAN  AIR  ACTS 


No  Smoke  Control  Areas  have  been  made  under  the  Acts.  The  use 
of  solid  fuel  in  industrial  and  domestic  premises  continues  to 
decline  in  favour  of  oil,  gas  and  electricity. 

The  erection  of  the  Steel  Mill  referred  to  in  last  year's 
report  progressed  during  the  year  and  it  is  expected  to  be  in 
production  early  in  the  summer  of  1972.  Oxygen  is  to  be  used  in 
the  electric  arc  furnace  to  obtain  a  high  quality  steel.  Furne 
from  the  furnace  will  be  dealt  with  in  bag  filters  but  some  fume 
to  the  atmosphere  will  result  from  the  loading  of  the  scrap  metal 
into  the  furnace.  The  reheat  furnace  for  the  rolling  mill  will 
use  natural  gas  and  should  not  cause  any  atmospheric  pollution. 

The  melting  of  iron  and  steel  in  an  electric  arc  furnace  is 
a  process  which  is  registrable  with  the  Department  of  the 
Environment  under  the  Alkali  e:;c.  Works  Regulations.  The  provisions 
of  the  Clean  Air  Acts  will  apply  to  the  reheat  furnace. 

19.  NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  I960 

Ventilating’  fans  at  a  factory  were  found  to  be  the  source  of  a 
noise  nuisance  and  investigations  into  methods  to  abate  the  nuisance 
were  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Noise  from  domestic  premises  through  amplified  sound  of  the 
playing  of  musical  instruments  resulted  in  statutory  action  by  the 
Council  to  secure  abatement  of  the  nuisance  following  the  receipt  of 
a  petition  from  numerous  complainants. 

A  number  of  complaints  because  of  noise  on  domestic  premises 
affecting  nearby  premises  were  dealt  with. 

The  use  of  road  drills  without  effective  sound  reducing;  devices 
was  drawn  to  the  attention  of  a  public  works  contractor. 

20.  HOME  SAFETY 

The  Council's  Health  Committee  carry  out  these  functions  through 
the  Health  Department  and  talks  to  organisations  have  been  given. 

21.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS 

Liaison  with  the  County  Social  Services  Department  and  voluntary 
organisations  was  maintained  to  assist  persons  in  their  homes  in  an 
attempt  to  prevent  circumstances  arising  which  might  necessitate 
compulsory  removal  . 
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22.  MORTUARY 


A  nominal  fee  is  paid  annually  to  the  Medway  and  Gravesend 
Hospital  Ifenagement  Committee  for  the  use  of  mortuary  facilities 
at  the  Sheppey  General  Hospital. 

23.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE 

Facilities  for  bacteriological  examinations  are  provided  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Maidstone  and  the  following  specimens 
were  examined  during  the  years- 


Water .  42 

Swimming  pool  water  . .  22 

Milk  .  16 

Shellfish  .  1 

Animal  feed . 294 

Ice  cream  .  6 
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SECTION  VI 


HOUSING 


1.  SLUM  CLEARANCE 

A  Demolition  Order  was  made  on  467  Leysdown  R^ad,  Leysdown  and 
the  following  properties  were  the  subject  of  reports  as  individual 
unfit  houses  and  demolition  orders  were  subsequently  made  in  respect 
of  them. 

Mon  Abri,  Drake  Avenue,  Minster. 

Ealing,  Darlington  Drive,  Minster. 

Athelstan,  Augustine  Road,  Minster. 

Falconwood,  Princes  Avenue,  Minster. 

Francisco,  Summerville  Avenue,  Minster. 

Utopia,  Nelson  Avenue,  Minster. 

Orwell  Villa,  Saxon  Avenue,  Minster. 

Following  reports  on  Nos.  44  and  46  Wood  Street,  Sheerness, 
a  Closing  Order  was  subsequently  made  on  No.  46  and  an  undertaking 
to  carry  out  works  was  accepted  on  No.  44  Wood  Street. 

Orders  made  on  the  Broad  Street,  Chapel  Street  and  Clyde  Street 
Clearance  Areas  were  all  confirmed  without  amendment  following  Inquiries 
into  objections. 

The  following  are  details  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year:- 
Demolition  Order  -  467  Leysdown  Road,  Leysdown 

In  Clearance  Area  -  Nos.  5  ana  7  Chapel  Street,  Blue  Town,  Sheerness. 

2 .  H  OTIS  I NG  IMPROVEMENTS 

The  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  supplied  me  with  the  following 
information  on  improvement  grants  t- 

Improvement  Grant  conversions  ..  8  units.  Grants  totalling  £6,987 

Improvement  Grants  .  30  Grants  totalling  £ 14,895 

Standard  Grants  53  Grants  totalling  £10,242 
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3»  Action  taken  by  the  Health  Department  in  respect  of  housing  is 
summarised  below 

Clearance  Areas 


Number  of  unfit  houses  demolished  .  2 

Number  of  houses  demolished  which  were 
included  by  reason  of  bad  arrangement 
Number  of  houses  demolished  on  land  acquired 
under  Section  43(2)  Housing  Act,  1957 
Number  of  families  displaced  from  Clearance 


areas  .  2 

Number  of  persons  displaced  .  7 


Houses  not  in  Clearance  Areas 

+>■  -----  _ 


Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  under 

Section  17  Housing  Act,  1957  .  1 

Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a  result  of 
formal  or  informal  procedure  under 

Section  17  Housing  Act,  1957  .  1 

Closed  under  Section  17  Housing  Act, 1957 

Total  number  of  families  displaced  ..  ..  2 

Total  number  of  persons  displaced  ,,  ..  ..  2 


Repairs  in  the  period 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 

informal  action  .  43 

Formal  action  under  Public  Health  Acts  ..  ..  4 

Housing  Act,  1969 


Number  of  applications  for  qualification 

certificates  under  Section  44  21 

Number  of  qualification  certificates  issued  6 

Number  of  certificates  of  provisional 

approval  issued  .  7 

Number  of  refusals  . 19 
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SECTION  VII 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOL 

1.  26  food  complaints  were  received  and  where  necessary  passed  to 
the  County'  Council’s  Food  and  Drugs  Department.  Details  of  the 
complaints  are  given  below* 

Ice  pop  -  discoloured. 

Cheddar  cheese  spread  -  variable  consistency 
Creamed  rice  milk  pudding  -  tin  4  full,  sour  smell 
Camembert  cheese  -  maggoty 

Chocolate  (foreign)  -  purchaser  alleged  affected  her  throat 
Cheese  -  mouldy 

Coconut  snowball  -  contained  piece  of  metal 
Fried  chips  -  contained  foreign  matter  -  beetle 
Cooking  oil  -  glass  in  bottle 
laked  beans  -  mould  growth  in  tin 

Peanut  butter  -  foreign  matter  on  lid  of  jar  and  surface  of  butter 

Cheddar  cheese  spread  -  decomposition 

Bacon  -  unpleasant  odoui’,  accentuated  when  fried 

Beef  gravy  with  meat  balls  -  maggoty  meat  balls 

Beef  curry  -  packet  of  curry  contained  small  nail 

Butcher’s  meat  -  unpleasant  smell 

Meat  pie  -  mould  growth 

Beef  sausages  -  mould  growth 

Hot  meat  pie  -  mould  growth 

Y/hite  loaf  -  discoloured  portion 

White  cut  loaf  -  two  slices  discoloured 

Sliced  white  loaf  -  grub  or  maggot  in  loaf 

Egg  and  tomato  roll  -  contained  small  coal  fragments 

White  loaf  -  contained  1  andage  type  material  2"  x  1" 

Pasteurised  milk  -  particles  of  dirt  in  milk 
Evaporated  milk  -  peculiar  taste. 

2 .  MILK  SUPPLY 

16  samples  were  taken  of  pasteurised  milk  and  all  passed  the 
prescribed  tests. 

3.  ICE  CREAM 


There  are  two  local  producers  making  a  "Cold  Mix"  ice  cream. 

125  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  Six  samples 
were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all  were  Grade  1. 

4.  INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOLS 

(a)  There  are  no  slaughtering  premises  in  the  Borough.  Supplies 
of  home  imported  meat  are  obtained  from  Chatham  and  Canterbury. 

Hygienic  conditions  of  transport  and  handling,  together  with  efficiency 
of  abattoir  meat  inspection,  results  in  very  little  meat  having  to  be 
condemned . 
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(b)  Disposal  of  unsound  food  continued  as  in  previous  years, 
meat  after  colouring  with  liquid  acid  green  is  collected  by  the 
Sheppy  Glue  and  Chemical  works,  defrosted  foods  and  wet  fish  are 
used  for  .animal  feeding  and  other  foods  are  buried  on  the  refuse 
tip. 


(c )  Approximately  36  cwt.  of  food  was  found  unfit  and 
voluntarily surrendered ,  slightly  less  than  the  amount  in  1970* 
Severe  damage  to  tinned  foods  again  formed  the  greater  part  of  the 
food . 


5.  FOOD  PREMISES 

(a)  The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  food  premises  in  the 
area  grouped  in  categories  of  trade  carried  on  in  them; 


Hotels,  public  houses  .  55 

Licensed  premises  and  clubs  .  44 

Cafes,  restaurants  .  59 

Fish,  wet  .  4 

Fish,  fried  .  6 

Fish,  wet  and  fried  .  9 

Butchers .  22 

Bakeries . 4 

Wholesalers  .  1 

Grocers .  48 

General .  64 

Greengrocers  . .  22 

Confectionery .  37 


All  of  the  375  premises  comply  with  Regulation  16  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960  and  all  of  the  253  premises  in 
the  first  10  categories  also  comply  with  Regulation  19 • 

(b)  The  following  premises  are  registered  under  Section  16 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General) 
Regulations,  1959: 

Ice  cream  manufacture,  storage  -and  sale  12 5 
Preserved  foods  manufacture  .  21 


Dairies  .  2 

Milk  distributors .  , .  101 

6.  FISH  FRYING 


There  are  I5  fish  frying  premises  in  the  area  and  these  are 
conducted  satisfactorily. 

7.  SHELLFISH 

There  were  no  known  cases  of  illness  through  eating  cockles. 

The  Council  displayed  notices  advising  on  the  dangers  of 
eating  shellfish  and  precautions  to  be  taken.  The  Port  of  London 
Health  Authority  also  have  notices  drawing  attention  to  their 
Order  controlling  the  taking  of  shellfish. 
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8.  BAKEHOUSES 


The  three  bakeries  in  the  district  were  operated  satisfactorily. 
Two  of  them  are  principally  concerned  in  preparation  of  pies  and 
pastries,  the  third  is  a  bread  and  confectionery  bakery. 


9.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Stokoe,  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Department  of  the  Kent  County  Council  for  the  following 
details  of  samples  taken  in  the  area  during  the  year:- 


MLlk  .  24 

Butter,  margarine,  lard,  cooking  fats,  cheese 

(including  processed  cheese)  .  5 

Tinned  meats,  meat,  fish,  fish  and  meat  pastes  .  6 

Sugar,  sugar  confectionery,  flour  confectionery, 

chocolate  products,  cereals  .  15 

Tea,  coffee,  cocoa,  beverages,  minerals,  cordials  ..  ..  7 

Jamc  y  preserves,  honey,  jellies  * .  5 

Dried  fruit,  raw  fruit,  vegetables,  tinned  fruit  and 

vegetables  .  3 

Pickles , sauces ,  vinegar,  condiments  .  5 

Drugs,  medicine  .  19 

Ice  cream  .  6 

Beer,  wines,  spirits .  11 

Mi  s  c  e  1  la  ne  ous  .  2 


The  following  are  details  of  12  unsatisfactory  samples ;- 

Meatballs  -  Two  small  lepidoptorous  larvae  on  one  meat  ball. 

Manufacturer  cautioned. 

Bread  -  piece  of  lint  embedded  in  crust.  Bakers  cautioned. 

Bread  -  Small  moth  embedded  in  crust.  Bakers  cautioned. 

Hi-Protein  Bread  -  Slightly  low  in  protein.  Bakers  contacted. 

Follow-up  sample  satisfactory. 

Bread  -  Soiled  by  iron  and  mineral  oil.  Baker  cautioned. 

Dandelion  Coffee  -  Incorrect  description.  Manufacturers  cautioned. 

Label  amended. 

Peanut  Butter  -  Inside  of  container  contaminated  with  a  plant  ash. 

Source  of  contamination  not  ascertained.  No  further  action. 

Baked  Beans  with  Tomate  Sauce  -  Contents  deteriorated  owing  to  a  small 

hole  in  container.  Manufacturer  cautioned. 

Ice  Pops  (2)  -  Growths  of  mould  hyphae  -  Penicillium.  Fault  in 

production  line.  Manufacturer  cautioned. 

Fresh  Double  Cream  Pasteurised  -  Methylene  blue  test  unsatisfactory . 

Follow-up  sample  satisfactory. 

Coconut  Snowballs  -  Piece  of  metal  embedded  in  confection. 

Manufacturers  cautioned. 
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SECTION  VIII 
FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1961  in  respect  of  the  year  1971  for  the  Borough  of 
Queenborough-in-Sheppey  in  the  county  of  Kent. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT:- 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

' 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number 

Inspections 

of 

.  Written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

.Factories  in  which  Secs. 
1,2,3,4>6,  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  (no 
mechanical  power ) 

" 

1 

Factories  not  included 
above  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(mechanical  power ) 

120 

32 

3 

Other  premises  in  which 
Sec.  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers' 
premises ) 

9 

5 

1 

ToiaLs 

129 

37 

4 

32 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


i  Number  of  cases  in  which  j 
I  defects  were  found 


I 

i 

i 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S .  3)  • 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)»* 

; Ineffective  drainage  of 
i  floors  (3 . 6 )  . . 

| Sani tar y  c  onveni ence s  ( S . 7 ) 

(a) insufficient  . 

(b ) unsui table  or  defective.. 

(c) not  separate  for  sexes... 


Found'  Remedied1 


I- 


Referred  ;  Number  of 
To  By  !  cases  in  which 
H.M.  prosecutions 

Inspector i were  instituted 


I 

; 

i 

i 

I 


3  ! 
1 


3 

1 


j 

i 

i 


| Other  offences 


Totals  . 

1 
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. . . .  4 

4 

4 

- 

3.  Part  VIII  of  the  Act  -  Outwork 

1 

. 

Section  133 

Section  134 

No.  of 

No.  of 

j 

!  O 

• 

s§ 

No.  of 

. 

out -workers 

cases  of 

prosecu- 

instances 

; 

Nature  of 

in  August 

default 

tions  for 

of  work 

Notices  Prose-  1 

list 

in  sending 

failure 

in  un- 

served  ! cutions 

work 

required 

lists  to 

to  supply 

wholes  ome 

1  ! 

by  Section 

133  (1)  (e) 

Council 

lists 

premises 

i 

:  1 

Lfe-king  of 

“[  ! 

wearing  apparel 

78 

- 

- 

- 

i 

File  making 

33 

" 

- 

i 

i 

Fuse  stringing 

20 

1  . _ 

i 

1 

- 

-  • 

.  J  _ 
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